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Above: this two seater is in the USA, chained to the track so it is probably on a preservation site, they misbehave unless they are chained down. 

Right: The Catalogue Woodcut is of a single seat Velocipede model of the machine above. The Kalamazoo Puzzle r  is the purpose of the 

small discs above the main axles  on this machine and the one on the next page. I think this may be an Anti Friction Bearing  

but by the 1880õs this was a 50 year old idea. Ross Winans, with an inspection party from the Baltimore and Ohio Railway in 1829, 

to the Liverpool and Manchester Railway produced a similar bearing.  Google Patents and put in the number 5247X (He sold 12 

wagons with it to the Directors of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway, George Stephenson was not impressed with them). The 

Kalamazoo bearing is pretty much Winansõ òTwo wheeled Carriageó bearing òroller over axleó just way out of its time, good roller 

bearings in a hardened cup were well known by the 1880s.  

 

Kalamazoo 

Puzzler 
The Rarest of all Velocipedes ? 
I have come across only two preserved, please tell me I 

am wrong and there are more.  
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Machine Above U.S. Patent issued to F.W. Randall for a 

Railway Velocipede on Jan. 9, 1883, Patent No. 270,480 

and Assigned to Kalamazoo. Itõs on the internet, Google 

Patent s and put in the number. The Bearing is not 

mentioned and does not appear in the Patent drawing. 

 
 

 
Above The same roller above an axle as the Kalamazoo is 

shown on the drawing of the first electric locomotive in 

1840 by Robert Davidson (tested on the line between Edinburgh 

and Glasgow at 4mph for a mile). 40 years before.  

That is the Kalamazoo Puzzler - why use such an archaic 

bearing? 

 
 

 This Yearõs Rally  
 

The òMUST DOó Rule to 

obey - is have the token 

before you go down to 

Oakamoor. No token NO 

GO.  

On the Day of the Rally  

Any problems ring Kevin on 07917 021754  

Each Machine gets a passenger ticket to ride on the C.V.R. 

on a day of your choosing and two Tea Vouchers. If you 

have a tender behind and you are not a locomotive, bring a 

cushion as nearly all our seats are wooden and hard. 

From 9am  ð Arrive at Froghall Station  and you will be 

escorted to the unloading point. 

9.30 the mass Oakamoor 

dash  
An Eski (Cool Box) of Fruit Juice and Mars Bars/Snickers will 

be at the unloading point to keep your blood sugar up. You 

will need this if you decide to thrash down to Oakamoor 

and then slowly grind your way UPHILL ALL THE  WAY 

back to Froghall. You can keep going up and down the hill all 

day if you wish and have the token. 

AND/OR  

You can also join in the very popular photo run throughs the 

platform at Froghall between service trains and enthral the 

vast crowds. The Severn Valley Railway team entertain the 

audience by stopping and banging in keys (but their machine 

has all its original equipment still on hangers). You can also 

gossip, swap tries on everyone elseõs machines, and have 

your photo taken for the CVRõs Website and 

Velocipedes.co.uk  
The gaps between trains are for us to run through 

the platform and bring the best kept secret  of 

railway history to life.  

11.05 back from Oakamoor  

11.10 to 12.15 run throughs  

12.35 to 1.40 run throughs  

2.00 to 3.05 run throughs  

3.25 to 4.30 run throughs  

 

4.45 The last Oakamoor run 

of the day  

  Machines Attending  
Velocipedes   

The NRM may be joining us for the first time. 

 

The Kidderminster Railway Museum Velocipede may also be 

joining us for the first time, Itõs having a service and 

thorough cleandown to running condition. 

 

John Wilkinson completely original Sheffield machine 

Bob Palmer lovely original BUDA No 2  



Kevin Thomas BUDA ex GWR Camarthan to Abergwilli 

Line 

Graham Hughes 4w Track Maintenance used on the CVR 

Neil Brooks lovely Sheffield machine with unique stirrups 

Hampton Loade machine with all its tool hangers full 

 

Track Bikes  

Kevin Gould, Wonderful Old Norwegian, with a party of 

eight . 

Bob McDonnall, New Norwegian 

Jacqui Thomas, Sears Roebuck Conversion Kit Bike 

 

Velorails  

Roger Fuller 2 seat 4 wheel 

Camera Car 

 

Row Boat  

Churnet Valley Railway 1868 12 seater 

 

Draisine  

1940õs Danish machine 

 

Walking Car  

Jeffreyõs Velocipede 1885 

 

Possibly  a Belt Car  

1890õs Norwegian, if itõs finished in time. 

 

 Troph ies to be Won  

òThe Golden Spanneró 

òThe Silver Spanneró 

 

New This Year  

òTrackbike Trophyó for any 

machine with pedals.  

òBest Rally Photoó 
Judged when the photos are sent in after the Rally. 

The trophy presented the following year. 

 

Trophy to be avoided  

òBest Dog in Showó 
For mechanical breakdowns during the Rally.  

 

 Rally Accommodation  
 

Try Tourist Information LEEK (nearest town) 01538 

483741 or see if they have a website or try The Churnet 

Valley Railway office on 01538 750755 between 10 and 3 

weekdays (they have an accommodation information pack). 

 

Great Eastern Rule Book 

in 1904             Lorry? 
I believe this is the Great Easternõs name for its poling cars. 

 

 
GER Poling Car owned by John Jolly  Photo by kind permission of 

Trevor Catterson 

 

GER Poling Car in about 1900 is it òA Lorry ?ó 

 
 

YouTube for moving pictures  

òVelocipede Cavalcade 2011ó. 

òVelocipede Rally 2012ó for a preview of new attender -

Jeffreyõs Velocipede with Kevin Thomas on board. 



A blast from the recent 

past       1967  
 

From Steve Kay Found in  òCycle Touringó 

the CTC members magazine from Feb/ 

March 1967.  

 

 
Bootie Cycles of Vickersdale Works, owned by Thomas 

Kitchin was not a cycle manufacturer, but decided to build a 

folding bike of his own design. Few if any survive. The sketch 

almost looks as if it is based on the folder. 

 

Folding and light sounds really good, especially the òlightó bit. 

Jacqui. 

 

Statfold Barn Rai lway  
In Staffordshire  

Sat 2nd June 2012 

Sat 15 th  Sept 2012  
If you havenõt been you must   go, itõs the most wonderful  

private railway in the world.  Go to their Website, make 

the donation to charity for a ticket and come along. Thereõs 

a mile and a half of dual gauge, 2õ, 2õ6ó track and a small 

demo line of standard gauge where we normally preview 

machines, we should be taking a Danish Draisine . 

There are often 9 or 10 locos in steam and constant free 

rides and photo opportunities. There are Food and Drinks 

catering vans at reasonable prices under cover inside one of 

the barns.  

There are lunch time visits to a hanger sized barn containing 

future rebuilds, they have a German WW1 60cm Feldbahn 

loco in the waiting line. 

The workshops would make any preserved railway weep 

with jealousy. A magic secret railway. 

 

 
Statfold also has a bladeless point, shown above, on the return 

loop to get a 2õ loco back onto the correct side to re enter the 

dual gauge main line 

. 

 Assembly Line  
 

For photos of a German Velorail Assembly Line 

building batches of machines try; 

ERLEBNIS DRAISINE 
On the internet and click on Draisinen -

schmiede (on the right hand top of their home 

page) They are using a raised assembly table (what 

a good idea for backs) and delivering in fours. 

The other boxes on the home page will take you 

to all kinds of tourist sites using their machines. 

 

 Pump Car Owners 
 

John Jolly of Mangapps Railway Museum in Essex has 

expressed a wish to hold a Pump Car Event in 2013 at 

Mangapps. Will 4õ 8 Ĳó gauge Pump Car owners please 

contact him if interested. His plans sound great fun. 

. 



 

Big Day in Wales  
On Friday 3rd February 201 2 

 
 

This is the First Machine in Wales and used on Friday 3rd February.      The Project Organiser, Ceri Cunnigton is in the centre. 

At Cubowydd Road 

Crossing  
Jerry Swift from Network Rail was present on a bright sunny 

day, and said Network Rail want to protect the line for the 

future and this was a low impact way of using the track. The 

machine was unveiled to the Press and Public and appeared 

on BBC Wales Television News. 

Introducing the First Velorail Hire in the UK  

Antur Stiniog, the organisers have clearance to lease the line 

when the track is clear. 

 
Vegetation removal has been done on òCommunity 

Clearance Daysó by local people and schoolchildren. 

We should have an invite to the opening next Summer, if all 

goes well, we will make a wonderful contrast between old 

and new for the Press and Television. 

For the future  I hope we can arrange for Historic Machines 

to be able to turn up on any hire day and use the track if you 

sign a release and pay a fee. 

Important - Please  
Send us your email address if you have one, 

we cannot afford large use of the postal 

service any longer  (now 50p 2nd class)  You 

can get free hotmail at your local Public 

Library (and free lessons)  Those on the 

present postal list will still continue.  



THROWðOUT GEAR 
I have been aware of this device for years, to allow riders to freewheel down hills, it is offered as an option for the 1909 

BUDA No 5 Velocipede , Emergency Car, Rubber Tread; Wire Spokes  catalogue description below.  Kevin has 

turned up a very pixelated tiny drawing of the throw-out device on the internet. 

I can see how it works and will prepare new drawings but, donõt hold your breath, it will take a while. The No 5 below does 

not have it, it fits behind the outrigger between the large gear and the back axle and pushes the middle gear in towards the 

rear wheel. Getting it back in without Syncromesh must have been awful, you would have to stop and jiggle back and forth.  

 

 

 
A beautiful No 5, sold at auction last year 2011. On New 

Zealandõs equivalent of EBAY.              Kevin 

We have had a Velocipede that threw its middle gear out and 

would only coast. It was a new machine and a dodgy weld 

surfaced, the hanging bracket broke and the middle gear fell 

out on the track. It mortified Bob Palmer who was driving 

and explains why I hold the òBest Dog in Showó Trophy for 

mechanical failure at a Rally. 

The Churnet Valley 

Railway has given us a 

Provisional date in 2013 ð 

Sunday 7 th  July 2013 
If you decide that we should come 

back again, itõs up to you to vote on 

it at this yearõs Rally on Sunday 8th of 

July 2012.  

Information Wanted  
2 foot Avontuur Branch in South Africa had a Track Bike and 

I believe Sidney M. Moir author of òNamib Narrow Gaugeó 

drew it up for a British Modeling Magazine. A photo copy 

would be most appreciated, I might even build one.       Jacqui. 


