The 12th National Velocipede Rally

Autumr2011 Velocipedsewsletter Number 1.1
®
Sunday 8t July 2012
Froghall Station
Churnet Valley Railway

Staffs ST10 2HA

and other Hand Powered Railway Vehicles

The First Rodeo
machine ?

JEFFREY’S RAILWAY VELOCIPEDE
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Operated by g Our machine &tatfold Barn Railway in September, tried out
-

by enthusiasts from 8 years to 80 year

s, it was a big hit.

s similar to
walkiog.

THE ONLY SAFX VELO(IPEDE

—= 3
For particulars, address T. B. JEFFREY. 40 So.
Canal St., Chicago, 1L

Our Mr. Jeffery has definitely invented the first Rodeo
machinen 1885- ride two bucking horses while clinging to a
rein. The machine works, much to my surprise, but the reins
ideawas dangerous anohly lasted seconds.
Our hand hold is the back of seat which makes our machine
a 0 J eRailwayevgldcipede ns pecti on Car 6,We@uaha hold from side to side, much like the original
downhill is like trying to ride the whirring blades in a blender  1825machinel t had a bar for your 0
so we are fitting safe refuges twoth sides that you can step intended) to hold. The machingesigned by Joseph Bdze
onto for downhill runs. We are also fitting a brake. was a carriage body without the horse and the mechanism

‘ et =W TR built underneath. Your servarstood on the two planks
protruding out of the back and slaved away on teech
horse drawnCeske Budejovicé Linz line
We have not been able to find a US Patertelisfor this
machine but | dm not surprised
Moving pi ct ur\eesl oocni pYeodueT uRbael |0y

Norwegian Track Bike

Trevor Catterson is well under waluilding his bike from
the plans oroTrack Bike Builders Digkwith the laser
cutting code, for the wheelsHis photosoverleaf

Disks are free -just ask.

A

www.churnet -valley -railway.co.uk/main/velocipede.php for Rally Photos & Newsletters
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Threaded rod assembly.

You can also use these wheels to build the
1943 US Army folding trackbike (issued with
the S160 locos).

Assembled Frame

1885 Jef freyfs Rai |-wanplete/ eMlloci pe
, appear at the 2012 Rally.
1 9 3 Otdian Railways Track Bike & two cyclists and a

garden bench behind, 5 spoke wheels sodetkeds some
welding and brazing.

3 Wheel Sheffield No16 Tubular Frame Velocipede
of 1905 Wi | | be a slow one, findi
problem and learning to fitrne_w spokes.

e - = ra———

Front and rear bearing mountings and dlatee.v or 8 s e n
is very neat, better than mine.

—~—

Auction photo.
U.S.Patent for this machinélo 645,115to J.G.Matthewsor
Railway Velocipede Mar. 13,190 6 s on t he i nt

Another Auction Phébo 16 ison the left of a not very clear
Farbanks catalogugheffield became part of BUDA, then
became part of FairbanRg)e folding machine on the right is a
Nol9 Velocipedeand 30666 model s wer e

1910 Indian Railways Velocipede 6( cut down t o
Jo!) garden bench in front,
umbrella and a lalxon that attracts Elephants in the mating
season, wheels next to the big lathe in the Churnet Valley
Railway workshops.

Wheel studdingesies



Autumr2011
1 9 4 Bdasdinavian Draisine & Large double flanged disc

wheels, awkward welding jaboutrigger discs all same size
like a roller onthe railhead.

4 Wheel, 5 Person Velorail s Trawsfynedd Project

4 Wheel, 4 Person Velorail Quainton Road

4 Wheel, 5 Person Velorail Churnet Valley Railwa§1 7 6
laser cut wheelsyith frame turntable,andbrake designs
being workedon.

Let us know about yours

Fairmont used to make little motorised cars (like Wickhams)

that had pressed steel wheels, often seen as replacements on

pumptrolleys, see Photos above. The Fairmont Company
was taken over bfHARSCO TRACK

TECHNOLOGIES at least 10 years agbregistered on
their website but no reply as yebn the continued
availability of thé-airmontwheels as spares.

| am alsaracing andcontacting the current UK
manufacturers of track motors to ask about theadablility
of their small wheels and the pricéalill keep you informed.

They do three types of plastic wheeEhe 17inchare $210
U.S. If you convert at $150 to the £ that would be 140
eachor £560for 4, plusshipping, handlingustoms and
VAT. The email addresis railrider@ne.rr.com.
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RAILBIKE Cycling On Abandoned Railroads, 1996 by Bob
Mellind Amazon £25.40 inc postage.

RATEE B

Cycling On Abandoned Railroads

The cover photo would never be me, | did engiiféedag,go
wrong it will go wrong.

The United States has abandoned more railway miles than
the U.K. has ever buijlbver 80,000 miles.

If you want a bike you can convert to use on the rails and
then convert back to road us8 this is the book for you.

The magnetic tracking front wheel guide is wonderful,
what an ideafrom Dr. Richard C. Smart who patented it
as aConvertible Railway Velocipede on Oct 28, 1980,
number 4,230,046. It& on the web and worth a look, he
lists lots of other bike patents at the start of his one.

The section on designing a railbike by Bob Mellin is the best

bit to someone like me who liveis a workshop He 6 s
trooper, 8 versions with photos and he tells you the good
bits and the bad. | 6m d&ther e
0i nf |l at admpage 1R4 ?fHeasasdisted by two
great children who gd all the right things. Two phs of his
are available to buy.

Some machines in the book offer only slight improvement
over the Sears Robuck 1908
a fascinating read.

a

SO


mailto:railrider@ne.rr.com
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out and |l osing the 8 ball bea
diameter), it also neexla newhandle..........

0 \66 Top Cross Handle for
Propelling Lever 0

Machined from 1 5/86 American
Alan made a template of the position of the two sockets and
| made a new one using our old one as a pattern.

down the railhead without guide wheels) but forydu.géthe
guide wheelsoht and back too.

We built one and it works it appeared at the 2011 Rally and
is on YouTube. Jacqui.

Wales, Land of hand power ‘

A"thesehandpoweredrail Transfer the turning ochange
machines to see

Trawsfynydd Velorail Project one modern machine.

A track bi ke aMANITGARW,Wi | d Car 6 at
Museums and Galleries of Wales Store.
- go to the website and book an appointment.

A OoOWil d Cralyllyn MuseumtahTOWYN

(6 Wi | do a6kateboard you sat on to launch yourself down
the rails of a Slate Quarry rope worked inclilmenith@owered
bit is the clinging to the brake with white knuckles.

A O0OKicking Cardé6é, a 4 wheel railbike and a Geared Crank Ca
in PENRYN CASTLE Railway Museum

A Geared Crank Car at LANBERIS LAKE Slate . .
Museum New Handle fitted on the Bluebell madlfieeAlan had to

enlarge the socket holes which | made too small.
On the CORRIS a Rowboat axle found in the ¢o pit at

Maespoeth when the rubbish was dug out. A full blow by blow account with photos will appear on the
text disk with the book.If you want the full story sooner to
Eight old ones in althere should be more, the GWR had makeoneyourselfj ust ask and 1611 mai

lots of Velocipedes in Wales.

Please let us know of any others . g
Handle for Bluebell

This website is for the French Association of
Commercial Velorail Operators
There are around 40 sites on disused lines in France all listed

Alan Pragnell reports his velocipede, normally on the here. (Planyour next yeais holday).
Bluebell, is in for a service, someone took a set of points to0  Fjye construabrs are also listed with photos of their
fast and sprung the frames apart dropping the front wheel products (including the 5 seat machine being sent to Wales).
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