
And other Hand Powered Rail Vehicles  
Railway Trike (AUS)  Railway Kalamazoo (AUS)  Pump Car (US,GB)  Velorail (FR,GB)  Hajtany (HU)    

Railbike (US,GB)   Dresinsykling (NO)   Handcar (US)  Drezina [SI]  Handhebeldraisine (DE) 

Drezina (RU) Resiina (FI) Drezyny (PL) Skinne cykel (DK)  Draisines  (BE)  Bicilinha (BR)  Dresin 

(NO)  Biciclette Ferroviarie (IT)   Spoorvegfiets (BE)    Dressin  (SE,NO) Dresina (SP)    

Schienenvelo (CH)     Dreziny  (CZ)  Railway Jigger (NZ)   Cyclo Draisine  (FR)     Spoorfiets (NL)   

Cykeldressin (SE)  Ferroviarie Quadriciclo (IT)        Google the black names, see what you get. 
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National Velocipede Rally on the Churnet Valley Railway, Wednesday 28 th  & Thursday 29 th  September 2016     North Yorkshire Moors 

Railway, Monday 31st October, Tuesday 1st November.     2 foot gauge: Statfold Barn Railway, dates for 2016  4th  June, 10th  September. 

www.statfoldbarnrailway.co.uk .  Click on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XlkIVQvxFc W       We are at 8.05 minutes.  
 
 

 
This photo is in Weybourne  waiting room, North Norfolk Railway, this is a GER made machine. 

 Poling Car Special  
 òfirst catch your push caró 
Then you could do the same conversion as the men of 

the 1830õs and 1840õs did with a triangular wood block 

between the spokes. A strong metal spike and you have 

the first and simplest railway hand power on the planet.  

 
An early actual example with the wood block and spike. 
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The óPoleó 

 
Mangapps Railway Museum machine below. 

  

You hook the hole in the pole over the spike and 

make a motion like a vertical cylinder locomotive 

connecting rod. 

 
Mangapps Railway Museum machine above and below. Photo Trevor 

Catterson  

  



Brakes  

 
The Poling Car brake is very basic. A gap in the boards and you 

put the pole down between the wheels and lean on the pole.  

Do not drop the Pole.  
 

 
Sometimes you used the pole as a brake against a metal pin protruding 

from the side frame (blue arrow). 

 
òSpraggingó, parking with the metal ended pole between the spokes,  

Gap               for the pole brake.

  
Whitemoor Yards, GER 1930õs, in use as a push car. 
 

 
Lineside 1960õs, ex GER. 



  
Danish Railway Museum Poling Car 

  
This has a cable drum mounted on the deck. 

Making a push car into a poling  car   
Today. (Like the one on the cover). 

 
 

This has a backing steel plate, the pin has a washer welded on and it is 

threaded and nutted on the back, an invisible and much safer  

job, given the loads on the pin.  


